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GOD’S OUTSTRETCHED HAND TO 
THOSE 

AFFECTED BY OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM  

From the Heart 

 

“Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet, and a Light 
Unto My Path” 

    

                                                                                  Psalms 119:105 

                                                                                                                                
One of our board members, Tod Smith, shared with me about his excitement to 
start reading the biography of William Booth. For those who are not familiar with 
this individual, he and his wife started the Salvation Army back in 1865. Booth had 
a deep passion for the souls of men, especially the marginalized in the City of Lon-
don. He always understood the value of a human soul, whether they came from a 
rich or poor background.  It is not easy to understand the evangelistic cry in his 
heart for the lost and his life’s dedication to the poor.   

It is safe to say that Booth clearly heard from the Lord, as to what his work would 
be. History tells us that very few will sacrifice the joys of this world and look to 
heaven for their guidance. William Booth was on a mission to serve God in his call-
ing and he was confident that he was doing the right thing in life. His mission field 
was London and the world,  but he never compromised the gospel or what he was 
called to do. 

“The chief danger of the 20th century will be religion without the Holy Spirit, 
Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation with-
out regeneration, politics without God, and heaven without hell.”  William 
Booth 

William Booth never declared himself a prophet, but his future insight into 
the state of the Evangelical churches in the twentieth and twenty-first centu-
ry was spot on. In Canada we have 7.5% of our population declare them-
selves as Christians. Of that 7.5%, only God knows the sincerity of their 
heart, but it is safe to say that not all are surrendering themselves over to 
Jesus Christ. Thus 92.5% percent of Canadians do not know the Lord and 
that is a staggering statistic. From the perspective of Bridges, this means 
there is a lot of ground to still plow up. Our mission is to win the lost to 
Christ, whether it is out on the highways and byways or within the prison 
system itself. We have six rooms upstairs for those who have had a run-in 
with the law. With the pandemic closing access for us to the prisons and 
halfway houses, this has given us greater opportunity to keep the house full 
for the past three years and we are able to devote more time with the clients 
upstairs. We have been blessed with the clients that have or are currently 
staying with us. Most have been very receptive of the gospel message and 
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AFFECTED BY OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM  



it has been an encouragement to Bridges staff. During the pandemic we have held church every 
Sunday upstairs with the men and this has given us a good opportunity to share the need for all to 
have a relationship with Jesus Christ. Although the pandemic has caused us some problems, the end 
result has been a blessing. Historically, the mandate of Bridges has been found in the cross and that 
there is no hope for anyone outside of Jesus Christ. This mandate will continue to be at the center of 
our calling. 

“WITHOUT CHRIST, THERE IS NO HOPE”...Charles Spurgeon 

 

    

From the Inside Looking Out 

Approximately 40,000 men and women are incarcerated in Canada.  These marginalized people in 
prison are still human beings that need to hear the gospel and what the Lord can do for them, regard-
less of their crimes.  I  firmly believe that outside of Jesus Christ there is no hope. As a former police 
officer, I always held the belief that there are no innocent people in jail, but that thought has changed 
over the years. Our justice system in Canada is flawed in many ways; compared to the rest of the 
world we are in good shape, yet our system still finds innocent people guilty. 

Since 1993, 24 wrongfully accused people have been released from prison in Canada. Their charges 
and sentencing varied, but their sentences were very lengthy, with the longest person incarcerated 
who served 31 years and was finally proven to be innocent.  Here are a few individuals who lost a ma-
jor portion of their life from being incarcerated for crimes they did not commit: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left to Right:  Donald Marshall served 11 years for murder; Guy Paul Morin served 11 
years for rape and murder; David Milgaard served 23 years for rape and murder; Robert Balto-
vich served 10 years for murder; James Driskell served 13 years for murder. Bottom Row Left 
to Right: Steven Truscott (Today) and Steven at 14 years old, when he was sentence to hang 
for rape and murder: he spent 10 years in prison; Romeo Phillion, 31 years for rape and mur-
der.  

One can only imagine how a young Steven Truscott (14) felt when he heard the judge sentence 
him to hang. It is our prayer that the innocent be set free and our hope that no one ever has to 
experience a life behind bars for a crime they never committed. 

B R I D G E S  T O  N E W  L I F E  P A G E  2  



 

IMPORTANT CLARIFICATION 

This past summer Paul Bernardo applied for parole and requested to be sent to Kelowna, as he  
has been accepted into the Bridges program. When people heard this at the parole hearing, there 

were a flood of calls from local individuals as well as those across the 
country. The calls, letters, and emails were not typically uplifting to myself 
and the ministry, but there was a serious misunderstanding. Three years 
ago, I was contacted by an advocate from Ontario who was representing 
Paul Bernardo and aiding him to get parole. The advocate asked if Bridges 
would work with him if he was released from prison and sent to one of Ke-
lowna’s halfway houses. Drawing on the history of Bridges and my person-
al convictions, I relayed with a resounding “yes”, as we are willing to work 
with the worst of offenders, so that they too can have the opportunity to 
accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. I also want to note, I can say 
with utmost certainty that Paul Bernardo will never be released and he was 
never accepted at Bridges to stay here. It is most likely best for himself and 

society that he remain in prison. I am reminded of the great hymn “To God Be The Glory”. Specifi-
cally the second stanza: 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  

It is not easy to pray for someone who has done so much evil, but we are commanded to by our 
Lord. It is our prayer at Bridges, that Paul Bernardo comes to salvation and puts his life into the 

control of Jesus Christ 

 

From the Office 

Christmas Gift Bags 

At the time of writing this newsletter we now have 115 days until Christmas. Christmas is a time of 
year that we all look forward to, but also dread with all of the preparations. Probably the greatest 
highlight for Bridges to New Life is our Christmas Gift Bags. This has been a tradition at Bridges for 
many years and we still intend to keep that tradition alive. Every Christmas we distribute gift bags to 
our clients. Our clients look forward to receiving the bags every year and it is through the generosity 
of our supporters that our clients have a very Merry Christmas. 

We are including this information in this newsletter as a reminder to all those 
who participate, so you can prepare ahead of time. We will start giving out the 
empty Christmas bags to our supporters to fill at the end of October. 

These gift bags have touched so many of our clients over the years. They are 
distributed to our clients just before Christmas at the office, at their homes, 
and at the halfway houses. Many of our clients are separated from families at 

this time of year and this may be the only gift they receive. Please help us spread the news of this 
world’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ. 

P A G E  3  

 “
I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 

prison and you came to me.”   Matthew 25:36 



P A G E  4  B R I D G E S  T O  N E W  L I F E  

From the Financial Side 

There is no doubt that the Covid pandemic has caused a lot of upheaval in our society of late and it 
has also affected many non-profit organizations. I have talked with other Christian organizations in 
Kelowna and I have found that they too are struggling with their finances. Currently Bridges is in a 
difficult position financially. We have seen our donations drop significantly during the crisis and we 
are asking for our historical supporters to please keep on giving so that our financial needs can be 
met.  We are also praying that the Lord will give us new donors to help Bridges through this difficult 
financial time. Therefore, if you feel led by the Lord to give to the ministry we will most definitely ap-
preciate it. Our shortfall is about $40,000 dollars as of the end of August. We have been unable to 
have fundraising banquets over the past two years and the budget shortfall is approximately equal to 
what we normally raised through our banquets.  

 

“The greatest miracle that God can do today is to take an unholy man out of an unho-
ly world and make him holy, then put him back into that unholy world and keep him 

holy in it’...Leonard Ravenhill                                                                                   

Those who are in prison need us and we need you to help us reach these lost 
individuals for Jesus Christ. Please consider being  a financial partner of this 
ministry.  

Historical Giving and Current Giving. 

2018: $191,617 

2019: $153,887 

2020: $138,150 

Current Financial to September 15, 2020 

Year to Date  

YTD Expenses  $126,495.72 

YTD Income      $  86,409.72 

Budget Shortfall  -$40,086.00 

 

Donors please note:  
 

The effectiveness of this ministry depends on 
the involvement of God’s people.  

By visiting our website at www.bridgestnl.org 
you can now enjoy the convenience of giving 
directly from your Bank Account or 
Visa/Master Credit Card - by simply clicking 
the “Donate” button.  

You can accomplish the same things with the 
enclosed envelope, or use it to mail a sup-
port cheque  to Bridges, or call Bridges office 
at 250-448-6975 

Financial information is available to support-
ers by request. 

We want to thank all of our donors who continue to 

support Bridges. It is our prayer that the Lord would 

bless you for your faithfulness to this ministry. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/images/graphics/visa-mastercard-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/&h=565&w=433&sz=35&tbnid=ZOTConi4rWhylM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=74&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dvisa%2Bmastercard%2Blog


P A G E  5  Please Pray for: 

 Our Board to lead Bridges into the future 
 Volunteers who are needed for various aspects of the ministry (Mentors and Pen pals) 
 For the men and women we work with 
 Employment, accommodations, victory over old habits & perseverance of clients in follow-

ing the Lord 
 Chaplains & staff working in corrections across the world 
 That the Lord will provide us with workers for our clients 
 Overcomers’ leaders and students  
 More traffic for our Weekly Drop In Offices 
    Increased giving to meet ongoing monthly expenses 
 Just Equipping—Africa 
 Christmas Gift Bag donators needed for December 2021 
 The need for accommodations for more clients  

OUT WITH THE OLD  

AND IN WITH THE NEW 

As the Executive Director of Bridges to New Life for the 
past 3.5 years, I have been so blessed and am greatly 
honoured to have had the opportunity to serve the Lord 
in this ministry. It has not always been easy, but I can 
assure you it has been rewarding for me. I have had the 
opportunity to speak into the lives of many of our cli-

ents since being here and I feel that the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ has spoken to the 
hearts of many of our clients as well. 

It is with a saddened heart that I have offered my resignation to the Board of Bridges to New 
Life. My wife and I have purchased a home in Okotoks, Alberta and it is our plan to be closer to 
our family members. The Bible offers no opportunity for retirement, so we are waiting upon the 
Lord for our next step. My heart has and always will be for evangelism and I never want to give 
up that calling that the Lord has put upon me. Please pray for Cely and I as we move forward to 
do the Lord’s work. 

I advised the Board back in July that I would stay until a replacement is found and that I would 
stay until he is comfortable in his position. It is with great pleasure that I introduce our new Ex-
ecutive Director for Bridges to New Life to all of you. Glen Kyle will be starting at Bridges on 
September 13th and we are asking our supporters to please pray for a smooth transition and 
the Lord’s continued blessings upon this ministry. The Board is very happy with our new direc-
tor and the vision he has for leading Bridges into the future.  

 

Upcoming Events: 
 
All upcoming events have been canceled until further notice. We are fol-
lowing all Provincial and Federal guidelines and as the Covid-19 infec-

tions come to an end we will resume our monthly events. 
 
Bridges  Fundraising Banquets are canceled for 2021 due to Covid-19 
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Glen comes from a pastoral background and hales from the Salmon Arm area. Glen comes 
to us from the beautiful city of Victoria and has been involved in reaching out to the youth 
of Victoria. He is married to Deanna and they have four children. Glen most recently worked 
for the B.C. public service in the Ministry of Municipal Affairs as a grant analyst. Please re-
member Glen and his family in prayer, as they make their move to Kelowna, get the children 
settled in school, and make preparations for taking over Bridges as the new Executive Di-
rector. 

 

 

 

 


