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Bridges Nights of Worship and Testimonies.  

7 p.m., Friday, May 6th at Vernon Community Baptist Church located at 4911 Silver 
Star Road. 
 

Alternatively, join us at Evangel Church in Kelowna, located at 3261 Gordon Drive on 
Saturday, May 7th at 7p.m. If restrictions allow, we will also serve dessert.  
 

Calling all Volunteers! 

The new Bridges Director, Glen Kyle, wants to meet YOU!.  
Please plan to attend a social gathering on Friday April 8 at 6 p.m. at Lake Country Al-
liance Church. 
 

For those of you interested in volunteering with Bridges and who have not yet joined 
us for a training day, book your calendar for Saturday April 9 to join us for training 
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
 

Bridges Summer Beach BBQ event. 
 

1:00 – 7:00 p.m., Saturday, July 23rd at the Oyama Legion.  

Mark this event in your calendar, and plan to come for some fun in the sun!  

Telephone: (250)448-6975 
Toll Free:     (888)448-6975 
E-mail: hope@BridgesTNL.org 
Web: www.bridgesTNL.org 

Offering Hope & Restoration to Individuals whose lives have been impacted by our Justice System 

We’re on the Web at 

www.bridgestnl.org  
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Success Story ~ by Glen Kyle  

 

Last summer, a young man, Dakota (not his real name), 
came to live in the Bridges Safe House carrying two small boxes, one full of 
clothes and one containing some personal papers. Owning only two boxes is very 
common for men who come to the Bridges Safe House; sadly, it often represents 
all they possess.  
 

Dakota grew up in a small town in the interior of B.C., and was a successful 
business owner. He made some choices which he acknowledges as being wrong, 
and had almost completed his 3 - year sentence. Most inmates who follow the 
rules in the Correctional Centre will receive what’s called a “statutory release” 

 

 

Winter 2019 

GOD’S OUTSTRETCHED HAND TO 
THOSE 

AFFECTED BY OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM  God’s Outstretched Hand to Those 

AFFECTED BY OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM 
 

March 2022 Newsletter 

IN THIS ISSUE          

SUCCESS STORY      1-2 

FINANCIAL UPDATE     3 

UPCOMING EVENTS     4 



 

 

“statutory release” whereby they go to a half-way house, or are released to the com-
munity to serve out the last one-third of their sentence. While in the community, 
they must report to the police and either a parole officer or a probation officer on a 
regular basis, and adhere to various restrictions. Dakota came directly from a correc-
tional facility; however, many of our clients come to us from half way houses.  
 

I met Dakota for the first time when I was visiting the previous Bridges director, 
Craig Churchill. I remember Dakota’s excitement about finally coming out of a feder-
al correctional facility after being incarcerated for two years. Dakota’s mom picked 
up Dakota from prison and brought him to Bridges to New Life in Kelowna.  
 

As I visited with Craig, Dakota said he was on his way to pick up a cell phone. Later, 
I found out that during his first day out of prison, Dakota went to Social Services and 
waited in line for several hours to register and to receive some cash so he could pur-
chase a phone and some basic supplies. Then he went to ICBC to obtain a new B.C. 
Services card so he had ID. He needed new I.D. so he could re-open his bank ac-
count, which the bank froze due to inactivity. It’s quite common for men to come out 
of prison without sufficient I.D. which usually can be obtained quickly. However, one 
current client is still without updated I.D. after waiting for several months.  
 

His second day out of prison, Dakota checked 
in at the police station. While he was in the 
same neighborhood, Dakota connected with a 
former employer. He landed a job and started 
working the next week. His mom dropped by 
again on the weekend to give him a bike so 
he could cycle to and from work. As he re-
flected on his successful job hunt, Dakota 
said, “Idle hands are the devil’s tools.” At 
Bridges, we work with each client to help him 
find work, go to school or volunteer.  
 

Dakota worked hard and quickly paid off some 
of his ICBC debt after his first month of work, 
which allowed him to get back his driver’s li-
cense. His goal was to stay at Bridges for 3-6 
months, and then move into his own place. 
Rent for a single bedroom apartment in Ke-
lowna is between $1200 and $2000. There-
fore, it took Dakota a little longer to get some 
money in place for rent; however, he was able to move into his own accommodation 
at the beginning of February after living seven months at the Bridges Safe House.  
 

Upon reflection, Dakota said the Bridges structure, routine, and rules were exactly 
what he needed to support his reintegration. He also said the location of the Bridges 
Safe House is “super strategic” for accessibility to things. “The fact that we pay rent, 
cook our own food and are expected to take care of ourselves helps motivate people 
toward self-sufficiency.” He went on to say, “Transition from Bridges versus transi-
tion from a regular half way house is way easier.” Supporting men’s re-integration 
into the community is part of the Bridges strategy.  
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Success STORY Continued’  

 

Because of living at Bridges Safe House Dakota 
had the opportunity to understand what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus.  Dakota, like 
the other clients, attended church weekly at 
Evangel, and attended our Overcomers’ pro-
gram on Wednesday evenings. Dakota said, 
“The spiritual requirement was a huge motiva-
tion to come to Bridges, that is, to be with peo-
ple who have a direction of spirituality in their 
life.” Dakota’s worldview is polytheistic; how-
ever, he would agree he has a better under-
standing of Christianity because of living at the 
Bridges Safe House.  
 

Bridges to New Life Safe House is a faith-based opportunity allowing men to reinte-
grate from prison into society. We believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the best hope 
these men have to address spiritual poverty in their lives. To my knowledge, this is a 
unique organization supporting ex-offenders, which is serving an unmet need in our 
community. Bridges exists to support those whose lives have been impacted by the 
criminal justice system, not only by providing housing, but also by equipping former 
inmates to become whole and productive members of society, and by facilitating heal-
ing between themselves and the community. 

 

Financial Update 
 

Thank you to the 162 donors, churches and Foundations that supported Bridges to 
New Life Society last year. We ended our 2021 fiscal year with $135,631 in donations 
which was $2519 below giving in 2020 (2020 total $138,150).  
 

This year we need to raise $145,000 in donations – a $10,000 increase over last 
year’s giving. Our operating costs are increasing. In 2021, we replaced a furnace and 
our video surveillance system. This year, we anticipate costs for new hot water tanks, 
a washer and dryer, and possibly another furnace. 
 

We are trusting God to provide us with the resources to hire a much-needed part - 
time House Manager. We need your financial support in order to reach our goal of 
$145,000 in donations this year. 

 

There are several opportunities for you to volunteer with Bridges. Volunteers remind 
our clients that people care, and that they have value in our eyes and in the eyes of 
Christ. 

 

Please continue to pray with us as we seek to support men in community reintegration 
and in relationship with Jesus. Prayer is vital. We need Jesus to move in the hearts 
and lives of our clients, and be encouraged because we are making progress! 
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