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When Darnell was 19 he chose to become a follower of Jesus 
through a church in his town. Everything was new, exciting, 
and he shared his new faith with many people. However, 
over time, he started to return to his old habits which lead 
him to attend Wagner Hills Farms to get himself back on 
track. After getting clean and sober at Wagner Hills Darnell 
attended church consistently and started some counselling.  
 

Again, Darnell’s bad habits came back into his life, which 
landed him with a criminal charges this time. Due to covid he ended up living at a homeless 
shelter until his court date. He was convicted of his crimes and was sent to prison. In Darnell’s 
words “prison sucks, that’s all you need to know about prison.” 
 

After prison, Darnell was released to the Kelowna Half Way House Society and made going to 
Bridges part of his plans. Darnell appreciated the opportunity to participate in Overcomers, 
which is a 12-step program designed to address life controlling problems.  
 

After a short stint a the Kelowna Half Way House Society Darnell moved into Bridges to New 
Life Safe House and appreciates the support which is given. At first, he found all the rules at 
the Safe House intimidating; however, he has come to realize they are for the residents bene-
fit. He appreciates the cooking facility and private fridges. He also appreciates the opportunity 
to be connected with a church here in Kelowna and attends celebrate recovery. “The best 
place to be on a Friday night.”  

Telephone: (250)448-6975 
Toll Free:     (888)448-6975 
E-mail: hope@BridgesTNL.org 
Web: www.bridgesTNL.org 

Offering New Life To Those Impacted By Crime.  

We’re on the Web at 

www.bridgestnl.org  
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Dessert Night Summary ~ by Glen Kyle  

Robb’s story. 

To my knowledge Robb has been the longest resident of Bridg-
es to New Life Society, not by choice, because of a lack of affordable housing. At the 
two banquets, Robb shared his story and I will summarize it here for you.  
 

Robb started by sharing his earliest childhood memory of playing kickball with his best 
friend when he was four years old. They played in a parking lot near a busy thorough-
fare and when the ball went onto the road, Robb’s friend chased the ball resulting in his 
best friend passing away right before Robb’s eyes.  
 

Robb’s father was very aggressive and soon after this accident, Robb went to get a hug 
from his father and he punched Robb. The result was a broken nose and jaw. About a 
month later, his dad punched him again resulting in his jaw being re-broken. Robbs 
mom did not help or protect Robb which left Robb to feel he needed to take care of 
himself. By the time Robb was eight he was thrown out of his home. 
  

Robb got into the wrong crowd when he was a teenager 
resulting in criminal charges in 1980 and went back to 
jail again in 2006. Robb had additional charges added 
due to fighting and disrespecting the guards resulting in 
12 concurrent years in jail.  
 

In 2017, Robb was released to the Kelowna Halfway 
House Society and was introduced to Craig Churchill by 
one of the staff. After about a two-hour chat, he had a 
good feeling about Craig. Robb moved to Bridges Safe 
House and started to “play along” with going to church 
and Overcomers so he would comply with the rules.  

After about 6 months Robb realized, “I like going to 
Church, the atmosphere is relaxed and the people here 
are friendly and no judgement”. Craig slowly became the 
second friend Robb has had in his life and eventually 
asked Craig to baptize him.  
 

Craig became a friend, mentor and confidant as well as welcomed Robb into his family 
at Christmas and Robb’s birthday. Craig also gave Robb responsibility to support the 
Safe House by dealing with issues that arose with residents. It became a great partner-
ship and it reduced the number of after-hours calls Craig would get and was, and still 
is, a great support.  
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“In closing I would like to say Bridges saved and changed 
my life. I now feel more stable, and thankful to bridges, the 
staff and the board of directors.”  
 

To me, this was an honoring of the previous director Craig 
Churchill’s investment in Bridges. Many lives were impacted 
by Craig’s involvement with Bridges to New Life and this is 
just one story of a man whose life has been changed forev-
er. Lastly, if you have an inside track on some affordable 
housing in the Okanagan please let me know because this is 
a huge challenge for Robb and other men as they seek to 
reintegrate back into society.   

Thank you to the almost 200 people who attended our two Bridges to New Life des-
sert nights in Vernon and Kelowna. They were great evenings highlighting how God 
has been at work over the past few years. Remembering our vision; “To offer new 
life to those impacted by crime.”  

To my knowledge, this is the only Christian stage 2 prison after care ministry, which 
includes housing in B.C. and possibly Canada. Bridging the gap at transitions is what 
Bridges to New Life Society is here to do. Help men and women in transition from the 
criminal justice system into a New Life. In the moment of some of the most horrific 
stories when men come and are vulnerable, broken and in need of support and heal-
ing, Bridges to New Life steps in. We are not a halfway house and we are not a drug 
recovery center. We are a spiritual triage center supporting people in transition un-
derstand their best chance of success is based on a relationship with Jesus. 
 

Exciting news…  

The board has approved to hire a part time house manger to support the men who 
live in the Bridges Safe House. If anyone knows of someone whom we could have a 
conversation with about being a half-time House Manager please pass along my con-
tact information to them.  

We are planning toward a new board strategic planning event this summer in hopes 
to have a flexible 5-year plan. Next year 2023 will be the 25th Anniversary of Bridges 
to New Life Society, our silver Jubilee. Our new Strategic plan will support our direc-
tion into the future for Bridges. Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, 
but the LORD (Yahweh) directs his steps.” This is what I desire for Bridges to New 
Life Society, to be right where God wants us.  
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Financial Update 

Thank you to those who attended our Dessert Nights in Vernon and Kelowna and gave 
so generously. We received about $10,000 in donations from the just under 200 peo-
ple who attended. Our goal for 2022’s financial donations is $145,000 and year to 
date, we have received $45,303.   
 

We recently purchased a new stacking washer dryer for the Safe House, thank you to 
those who gave specifically to that need. This year, we anticipate also needing two 
new hot water tanks and possibly another furnace. We are trusting God to provide us 
with the resources to hire a much-needed part-time House Manager. Please consider 
how you might partner with us.   
 

Save The Date  

Bridges Summer Beach BBQ 

1:00 – 7:00 p.m., Saturday, July 23rd at the 
Oyama Legion.  

Mark this event in your calendar, and plan to 
come for some fun in the sun! 

 

Darnell ’s  STORY  
At the Dessert Night Darnell (not his real name), explained part of his story from 
childhood to coming to be a resident of Bridges to New Life Society.  
 

When Darnell was a kid he moved around a lot with his step mom and dad. His mom 
used to work at a movie store, which had VHS rentals and has many great memories 
of family time watching movies together. His parents taught good values; however, 
there was also some hard parts to his home. One day he chased a ball onto the street 
and was hit by a car. The results were a broken leg and head trauma. Long after Dar-
nell’s leg healed he still experience frequent headaches. When he was about 11, his 
dad suggested trying Marijuana to try and help with Darnell’s headaches. It did help 
and he got really high the first time he used pot; however, the unintended result was 
an addiction to Marijuana.  
 

Darnell started attending a youth drop-in centre as a teenager, which introduced him 
to Christianity. To him it seemed the rest of the world was challenging him to do 
things he did not want to do, where as Christians were normal, not pressuring him, so 
he wanted to be like them. Darnell also was introduced to other Christian kids through 
attending a local church youth group and starting to pursue a relationship with Jesus.  
 

When Darnell was 14, he ran away from home because of some unhealthy things that-
where were going on in his home. Going to youth group and the influence of Christians 
created a new standard in his life, which highlighted the problems in his home. He 
wanted to live a different life and running away seemed to be his only way to make 
changes.  
 

After a while, Darnell was able to get into a really good group home. He even learned 
to play Gin Rummy with the staff, and he still enjoys playing it to this day. This envi-
ronment created stability and he was able to get off drugs and go to school.  
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