
  

  

This years November 
gathering was just anoth-
er banquet . . . Not!  In 
truth it was an amazing 
event that ran through-
out, like a well oiled ma-
chine.  I bravely went by 
myself with no regrets.  
From the minute I walked 
into the hall, I could feel 
the warmth and love sur-
rounding me.  On show-
ing my ticket, I was wel-
comed by a friendly host-
ess who helped me find a 
table with a group of 
people who were most 
inviting and gracious. 
Though surprised by the 
large number present, 
there seemed to be a 
calm and peace in the air 
and the socializing, came 
from caring hearts.  

 

The professionally pre-
pared and presented 
meal was delicious and 
plentiful, and those who 
waited on our tables did 
so with an obvious joy.  
Being serenaded by a 
harp while we ate, added 
an especially elegant 
touch to the evening. 

 

I was truly moved and 
encouraged by those who 
shared heartfelt and hon-
est stories of “the amaz-
ing work of God” in rela-
tion to where their lives 
had been, and where He 
has led them today.  
Knowing that God loves 
all of us - no matter our 
circumstance or situation, 
was demonstrated again 
and again thru the testi-
monies of those who 
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Saturday, March 9th Bridges organized a 
Volunteer/Client Social at the Alliance 
Church in Winfield, to thank their many 
volunteers.  It’s nice to be appreciated 
and thanked. Unfortunately, not all 
could attend, but for those who could, it 
was a fun and informative evening. This 
being my first experience with the minis-
try of Bridges to New Life, my first im-
pressions were that the people I met 
genuinely care for others.  I felt validat-
ed and valued as I joined a group at their 
table. Listening to the sharing, testimo-
ny, music and teaching - the message of 
loving our neighbour felt very re-
al.  Many in attendance were seniors 
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and it thrilled me to see they were con-
cerned and supported Bridges outreach 
to prison inmates and their families, as 
well as the families of the victims. I think 
everyone in that room understood the 
appreciation that Bridges has for their 
contributions. I was also thrilled to hear 
that the message of the gospel of Salva-
tion through Jesus Christ, is the central 
focus of this ministry.  Surely this is a 
ministry that brings much joy to our Fa-
ther in Heaven." 

Thanks to all the great cooks, we en-
joyed an incredible pot-luck dinner with 
lots of variety, including mouth watering 
deserts. The unspoken validation was 
the number who went back for seconds, 
and even thirds.  A big “thank you” to 
Brenda who gets us all out to these func-
tions, coordinates the food and all the 
others who helped in many ways.  

Rob shared how because of the support 
of God’s people over Bridges first 20 
years we have much to celebrate. For 
many who have found themselves leav-
ing prison to face the world without any 
counsel or help, Rob and the Bridges 
organization he founded, have helped 
untold numbers of people. Our valley is 



spouse. Because of the support of 
Todd and Kari-Ann during the hus-
band’s incarceration, he has come 
to a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Please pray for her salvation 
as well. Those testimonies clearly 
demonstrate how obedient Chris-
tians can have an eternal impact on 
others, if they are willing to step 
out in faith and be a light to those 
they are introduced to through 
Bridges ministries.  

It was a blessing to many to hear 
how God can lead and enrich peo-
ple’s lives as we yield and obey.  

To cap the evening off, we were 
blessed by Don McMillan’s timely 
message on Expressing Gratitude. 
We all have a yearning for positive 
affirmation, but generally find it 
easier to criticize, than to offer 
praise. Expressing gratitude can be 

a powerful boost to those to whom 
it is expressed; but an unmet 
yearning for those kinds of positive 
affirmation, can also dry ones soul. 
Don’s message was a much needed 
reminder of the power of express-
ing gratitude; and the fact that 
though we may feel grateful, for 
the deserving recipient, unex-
pressed gratitude doesn’t even ex-
ist. 

We can see where this Christ cen-
tered ministry fills an important 
role in the rescue and recovery of 
precious men and women impact-
ed by the penal system of the prov-
ince. My prayer is, “Lord, bless the 

blessed that God's call on Robs’ life 
has created a legacy in the form of 
this badly needed support program 
for present and past inmates, victims 
and families - that will count for eter-
nity. However he brought a tear to 
more than one set of eyes when he 
announced that because of the toll 
the job has had on his health 
(especially last year), Rob feels it is 
time for the society to find a replace-
ment. Someone younger with new 
energy, passion and vision to take 
over the work.  

Following an inspiring video that 
spoke to our hearts, Todd led us in a 
couple of ice breaker games, to light-
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en things up. Then Dixon blessed us 
with some great music and fun 
singalongs that got people moving. 

One is not often treated to live mu-
sic by a talented guitarist whose 
selections are so pleasing to the 
ear. As a tribute to Rob, Dixon had 
learned how to play “Touch of the 
Master’s Hand”.  I think everyone 
there understood why that is one 
of Rob’s favorite songs.  

Kari-Ann and Todd shared moving 
testimonies about their journey 
with another couple. The husband 
in prison, the spouse at home. 
After one of Rob’s visits to a lower 
mainland prison, Kari-Anne agreed 
to become a mentor to the spouse 
and later Todd became a pen pal to 
the husband. Through reaching out 
to a stranger took Kari-Ann way out 
of her comfort zone, and required 
regularly reallocating some of her 
personal time; she now is being 
powerfully used to bring desper-
ately needed love and encourage-
ment to the isolated and lonely 



I am in Mountain Institution serving 
a two year sentence for some sto-
len trucks and a high speed chase. I 
did my pre trial at the Kamloops 
Correctional Centre and while I was 
there I attended an Info Fair where 
I met a man named Tod who works 
with Bridges. I sat down and talked 
with him for quite a while and then 
we prayed. I will never forget that 
day because he really got to me 
and gave me hope, at a time in my 
life when I really needed it.  

I will be here for another two years 
and then plan on doing my parole 
in Kelowna or Kamloops. Please 
keep in touch and pray for me. I 
hope Tod gets this letter and will 
be encouraged to keep up this 
good work of spreading Gods' 
word; because his words are 
changing my life. I wrote this letter 
to thank him and BridgesTNL be-
cause from what I hear you guys do 
wonders for people like me who 
are ready to press the reset button 
in life. I know with Gods' help I can 
do it right this time. 

 

Dear Pen pal, 

I got your letter and it sounds like 
you live in Kamloops. How is that 
town for living in? Is it boring? My-
self, I try to keep busy with pro-
grams, work and working on my-
self. I’m going to be 44 this year 
and I still contemplate how I ever 
put myself in this position. Howev-
er I now understand and have ac-
cepted that reality. It may sound 
strange but it could well be that 
coming to prison actually aborted 
my out of control life. The time out 
has allowed me to heal emotional-
ly, change my thoughts and behav-
iors and gave me back my identity. 
I had lost myself over 35 years ago 
and never thought I’d have the 

workers who help by prayer, giving, 
helping as mentors, writing letters 
visiting families, and more. Help 
those who turn to Jesus, to grow in 
faith and knowledge of God’s 
Word. Help them be faithful and 
true.  

Rob, backed by his wife Brenda has 
established an amazing ministry to 
"the least, the last and the lost". I 
believe the work is very close to 
the heart of Jesus. In fact He died 
and rose from the dead so the bro-
ken, those bruised, crushed and 
broken down from the calamities 
of life could be free. In spite of op-
position, illness and storms that 
were not in their forecast, they 
have worked doggedly and diligent-
ly for a total of 28 years on behalf 
of those suffering the effects of an 
imperfect justice system. We honor 
and thank them both for their in-
tegrity and steadfast commit-
ment. May God reward them here 
with precious souls and in eternity 
with "well done good and faithful 
servant(s)". 

We realize retirement at some 
point is necessary for all, but let us 
pray that God will raise up a 
"Timothy" to pick up the banner 
and carry on this important work; 
that has been life changing for 
many. Philippians 1:6 “being confi-
dent of this, that He who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” God does all things well and 
so we know we can trust Him to 
carry this ministry forward to big-
ger and better things.  

Thank you to all who had a part in 
putting this evening together. It 
was a privilege being around such a 
great group of people. 

From the Inside  

courage to take a good look at my-
self. Instead of criticizing myself, I 
moved forward and began to 
change all that I could. I will never 
stop working on myself. 

I now have some short and long 
term goals. They consist of manag-
ing and even maintaining my risk 
factors involving my crime and way 
of thinking and acting. I want to go 
to a halfway house after release, so 
I can get a job to begin saving 
enough money to put a down pay-
ment on a house. That is very im-
portant to me to provide stability 
so I can start a family of my own. I 
have so much love that I hope to 
share with an independent partner 
with whom I can have one child 
and build a life together. 

Growing up I never received much 
love. My mother is a good person 
but very closed with her emotions. 
My stepfather never hung out or 
taught me anything. As a teen I was 
rejected by both my step dad and 
real father. Never shown how to 
express myself or talk with others I 
was a very quiet person. Right into 
my 30’s my confidence and self 
esteem were very low. Drugs and 
alcohol allowed me to cope with 
my insecurities and numb the pain. 
I spent 10 years working construc-
tion, but was never able to save 
anything. My feelings were all over 
the place, and I was never sure of 
what I might say or do, so I never 
amounted to anything. 

Then one day my mom and best 
friend (the only important people 
in my life) told me never to talk to 
them again till I got help. Most of 
the intervening 30 years I have 
spent in prison trying to do what 
they suggested so I can have a fu-
ture. I’d better save some for later. 
Have a great day.  
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their full God given potential as 
well. As director I want to say a 
big thankyou to Okanagan 
Halfway House for the long 

standing cooperative relationship  
we have enjoyed with them. 

This Easter we pause to remember 
one of the most important events 
in the history of mankind. The time 
when God humbled Himself and 
gave His life, that you and I might 
have the opportunity to inherit ev-
erlasting life.  As I reflect on the 
incredible sacrifice He made, I am 
perhaps embarrassed/ashamed 
that I am looking at stepping aside 
from leadership of the Bridges to 
New Life Society, something that 
until about a year ago I had never 
given much thought to. This is an 
incredible and much needed minis-
try you and I have been privileged 
to have played a small part in giving 
birth to. As I reflected on how I got 
to this place, I recalled that in 2009 
after a self inflicted concussion that 
nearly took my life, it was with 
great regret that I had to conclude/
wrap up/let go of a four year con-
certed effort to establish Bridges 
aftercare in the city of Kamloops. 
That was a very difficult and dis-
heartening decision, but my first 
awareness of the toll that concus-
sion had had on me.  Following 
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some cancer and another concus-
sion last summer, followed by 6 
months of treatment  I finally had 
to admit that I just don’t have the 
get up and go that I once had, and 
it doesn’t seem to be coming back.  

To be honest in times of personal 
reflection, there have been times 
when I like some of you have asked 
myself – so what are the results of 
more than two decades of effort. 
From our human vantage point, 
one could say that with a few nota-
ble exceptions, the majority off the 
4,680 clients with whom we have 
actual records of contact, appear to 
have continued down the broad 
road that leads to destruction. 
However on closer examination the 
story shared by Todd and Kari-Anne 
at our spring social (and others)
provides reason for optimism and 
has strengthened faith in the God 
who knows the beginning from the 
end. On June 9, 2014 I was visiting 
a lower mainland prison when I 
met a very broken senior citizen 
two years into his first (and only) 
ten year incarceration. Not so con-
cerned about his own situation, he 
was very concerned about his wife 
of 60 years - left behind and very 
much alone (for her first time). On 
return home I felt obliged to try 
and find some Christian woman to 
at least call this woman. The first 
woman I called declined, but my 
2nd call to Todd’s wife (primarily 
because of where she lived) was 
graciously accepted. I won’t repeat 
the story shared in the Spring So-
cial report on a previous page, but 
want to expand on that. Fast for-
ward to last year and just before 
Christmas  that senior citizen hus-
band was released on parole to 
Kamloops. I was imagining his relief 
at being out of prison, but also his 
disappointment at still being sepa-

You may or may not be aware that 
since 2011 Bridges TNL has been 
part of Kelowna’s Adopt a Road 
program. That means that twice a 
year (spring and fall)  we have had 
a team of volunteers & clients 
cleaning up a 3 kilometer section of 
Dillworth Drive. Many years it has 
been a struggle to get help, but this 
time (March 24) of 9 people who 
participated 5 were current and 2 
former federal offenders from the 
Okanagan Halfway House. The only 
other two participants were spous-
es of those two former clients. Of 
those two former, now married 
clients, they both work full time, 
are active in a local church and are 
dedicated Bridges volunteers. One 
a Bridges board member and the 
other a leader in our Overcomers’ 
12 step program. Please pray that 
the other five will live to realize 

Continued on page 6 

Giving back 

From the Heart 



 

Donors please 
note:  
 

The effectiveness of this ministry depends on the  

involvement of God’s  people.  

 

By visiting our Website at www.bridgestnl.org 
you can now enjoy the convenience of giving 
directly from your Bank Account or via 
Credit Card - by simply clicking the 
“Donate” button. 

 

You can accomplish the same things with the 
enclosed envelope, or use it to mail a support 
cheque  to Bridges. 

 

Financial information is available to supporters by request 

Financial Report to March 27 

YTD Income    $ + 46,112.89 

YTD Expense    $ - 37,805.61 

Net Income  =  $ + 8,307.28  

Bank Balance =$ +73,421.39 PTL! 

 

Memorial Gifts 

 

A memorial gift is a lasting way to honor a 
friend or loved one, while making an eter-
nal investment in the kingdom of God. 

 

Memorial Gifts have been received in lov-
ing memory of Shirley Goode, Bert Baskin 
and Steve Middleton. 
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Please Pray for: 

 Praise for releasing Bridges from any liability regarding the 2015 boating incident 
 Faithfulness, divine wisdom & unity for Bridges volunteers & staff 
 Improved focus & increased effectiveness of our discipleship efforts 
 Employment, accommodation, victory over old habits & perseverance of clients in following the Lord 
 Chaplains & staff working in corrections across BC  
 Overcomers’ leaders and students  
 More traffic for our Weekly Drop In Offices 
    Increased giving to meet ongoing monthly expenses 
 Comfort for those grieving the death of loved ones  
 Divine wisdom for new ministry direction 
 Just Equipping—Africa 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
April 8 -  OCC Chapel 
April 13 - AG Board Meeting 
April 21 - Mini Golf 
April 22-  KRCC Chapel 
April 25- Overcomers’ Grad 
May 2 - Life Skills Bible Study Starts 
May `13 -  OCC Chapel 
May 26 - White Water Rafting 
June 3-  KRCC Chapel 
June 10 -  OCC Chapel 
June 16 - Fishing 
July 8 -  KRCC Chapel 
July 8 -  OCC Chapel 
July 13 - Board Meeting 
July 21 - Summer Beach BBQ/Social 
August 11 - Go Carting 
August 12 -  OCC Chapel 
August 19 -  KRCC Chapel 

Giving Opportunity: 
TO STABILIZE THE MINISTRY WE CAN 
ALWAYS USE MORE MONTHLY GIVING  

We are committed to doing what we can 
to shape a better world! If you support 
our cause, Thank You for making this 
work possible, by praying and carrying in 
small and large ways the burdens that we 
bear!  
 
 

Your increased help will allow us 
to do more to make our commu-
nities safer. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/images/graphics/visa-mastercard-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/&h=565&w=433&sz=35&tbnid=ZOTConi4rWhylM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=74&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dvisa%2Bmastercard%2Blog


Offering Hope & Restoration to Individuals whose lives have been impacted by our Justice System 

BRIDGES TO NEW LIFE SOCIETY  

1197 SUTHERLAND AVE. 
KELOWNA, BC  V1Y 5Y2 
 

God has, can or will do with even a 

glass of cold water given in Jesus 

name. Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is 

the assurance of things hoped for, 

the assurance of things not seen.” 

So though we seldom see the big 
picture results, please don’t give 
up, but continue faithfully sewing 
those seeds. 

So on that note I am delighted to 
tell you that Bridges board have 
just hired a younger man (Dean 
McMillan) to start training in May 
to replace me as director before 
year end. Now that is another rea-
son to celebrate. Please join us in 
praying that God will specially 
anoint him  with fresh vision and 
zeal for this often challenging work.  

Please pray that the transition 
would go smoothly and that God 
will open doors to expand this work 
in the years ahead.  

rated from his wife by 2 hours trav-
el time. Then out of the blue (from 
the ashes of 4 years of Bridges min-
istry in Kamloops a decade earlier) 
on Dec 28 Bridges received a dona-
tion from a former volunteer who 
had been very active in Kamloops 
between 2007-2009, but we hadn’t 
heard from since 2010. Now that 
volunteer Frank, his wife and Larry, 
another long time Kamloops volun-
teer are connecting with this gen-
tleman & getting him out to church 
functions every week. Helping him 
grow in his new faith. Also every 
time Todd goes to Kamloops as 
part of Bridges chapel team, he 
takes along the wife so she can 
spend the afternoon visiting her 
husband.  

My intended message here is that 

though we seldom get to see the 

big picture, none of us know what 

Telephone: (250)448-6975 
Toll Free:     (888)448-6975 
E-mail: hope@BridgesTNL.org 

We’re on the Web at 

www.bridgestnl.org  

Registered 
Charity 

 

Cancer took the lives of client Cliff 
Robinson on March 17 and Bridges 
secretary Luisa’s father on March 
23. Please pray that God would use 
their deaths to speak to those left 
behind about the importance of 
making our brief lives count for 
eternity. 

7315658 

"I would like to be remembered not as 
anyone unique or special, but as part 
of a great team that has struggled for 

many years."  

Nelson Mandella 

In Loving Memory 


