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March 10
Spring Social

the Keith Greene song of the Prodigal story)!
A5er a lovely dinner we were presented
with the purpose, goals and needs of this
much needed organiza on. The video was
very well done and eﬀec ve to not only
hear, but to see as well. Hearing that Bridges
is networking with Crossroad Bible Ins tute,
an interna onal Bible Correspondence program for inmates, was encouraging news.
Cam Capozzi was one of their students during his incarcera on

March 11
Volunteer Training
Sp ecial p o in t s o f int er est :

•

•

•

•

Briefly highlight your point of inte rest here.

For more information
please
call Bridges office
Briefly highlight your point of inte rest here.

Briefly highlight your point of inte rest here.

Briefly highlight your point of inte rest here.

at
250-448-6975
or
1-888-448-6975
________________________

OPPORTUNITY
TO HELP

Solid committed Christians
interested in being a Mentor
or Pen Pal
Please give us a call.
________________________

If you have home furniture,

Cumula vely I thought the speakers did an
excep onal job of ge6ng the Bridges story
out to all who a ended, but it was the tes mony of the wife of an incarcerated man
that I found most impac7ul. I applaud her
courage, transparency and honesty in shar-

bedding, kitchen utensils
or men’s clothing
(in good condition)
Please give us a call.
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BRIDGES TO NEW LIFE
mi ed by another. I must admit that I
had never considered the impact the
jus ce system has on so many lives.
However it was good to hear that besides being there for the oﬀender, that
Bridges was there for the family who
have been s gma zed and face their
own kind of prison as well. Bridges is
there to remind them that a5er tragedy, there can be hope, recovery and
peace through Jesus, our Savior.

ing how family members, are aﬀected by
the crime and incarcera on of a loved
one. It was her husband who was physically incarcerated in a correc onal centre; but it was she and the family who
found themselves locked in an emo onal and psychological prison of silence.
There were so many unanswered quesons and a feeling of having been betrayed by this man who had hidden a
part of himself from them. During this
very dark me in life, when the weight
of the world is on their shoulders and
feelings of despair set in, there is almost
no one they can turn to who could empathize or understand. There were a
whole host of emo ons and situa ons
that had to be faced alone every day, as
life in the so called free world con nued
for them. They felt like they had to ﬁlter
every word spoken to outsiders or they
would be met with prejudice and judgment upon themselves, for crimes com-

Rob's message was very appropriate
and challenging for me. These are indeed dark days, but I feel we are
blessed that he is able to consistently
tackle some mes uncomfortable topics with such frankness. It is a word the

present genera on is not hearing and
must if they are to know what is coming toward them. Thanks for being
faithful and obedient to bring the word
God laid on your heart.
I was caught totally oﬀ guard
when Rob called several of us
up for recogni on of the years
we've been blessed by giving
support and encouragement to
the Bridges ministry. Only God
knows how signiﬁcantly lives
have been blessed, changed or
altered through this work; both
for those who give to it as well
as those who receive from it.

That night you gave me a realiza on of
the eternal riches beyond the value of
wages or income that can be a ained
by serving God. You helped me recognize it and brought me to tears when
you read Paul’s gree ngs from Philippians 1:1-11 of the love you have in your
heart for each of us. You are such an
inspira on and I thank God for you
too. I don't know if it’s just me, but as
Clint Eastwood once said, “you made
my day.” Thank you!
By suppor ng this very worthwhile
cause, we feel that our dona ons help
an o5en forgo en part of our society,
who are in need of spiritual guidance
and dedicated people to help with daily needs. We are s ll praying that God
will s r those who maybe didn’t give at
the banquet (even though it’s over), to
feel convicted to give now. We are also
praying for new avenues of revenue to
open up for Bridges so more staﬀ can
be hired to expand the work. I intend
to be more faithful in praying for and
suppor ng the work to which Bridges
is commi ed.
Bridges banquet was a smashing success. The informa on presented about
this special group of people is something we are seldom exposed to, or
think about. These individuals ﬁnd
themselves lonely, hopeless and not
knowing where to turn to for help people in need of a “hand up” out of
the situa on they ﬁnd themselves in.
The way to a be er life demonstrated
thru a “hands on” approach, by some-

one who cares about them - can be life
changing. This is where the special
ministry and dedica on of a few,
through Bridges to New Life is making
a diﬀerence.
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From the Inside
To Whom It May Concern,
When being released a5er 25 years of
incarcera on, I found the reality of
being free overwhelming, to say the
least. At the age of 47 I was given the
task of star ng life over in a world that
had changed so much I hardly knew
where to start.
August 2013 I was released and almost
every day was met with challenges
that overwhelmed me. Finding housing, employment, friends, learning
technology and budge ng to name a
few. I didn’t want a lot but did want to
ﬁt in. I just wanted to be a normal person and establish a simple, normal life.
I knew from past experience that when
I felt alone and self conscious I turned
to drugs to numb those feelings.
During incarcera on I learned a lot
about myself through programming
and on days when I just felt like giving
up and returning to prison (my comfort
zone) I tried to remember and apply
what I had learned. Wile on parole I
took advantage of the CSC supplied
parole oﬃcer, psychologist and addicons counsellor to talk with when I ran
into diﬃculty.
When parole ended so did my support
network. By November 2015 I wasn’t
ge6ng much work, I failed to reach
out and started to slip back into using
drugs. There is no one to blame but
myself for not reaching out to posi ve
people who could have helped me. By
January 2016 my habit became more
important to me than shelter and I
became homeless in downtown Vancouver, doing anything I could to feed
my heroin habit. I became embarrassed and ashamed but my addic on
would not let me seek help.
Once again I ﬁnd myself back in prison
and in the last two months I am analyzing how I went from trying to build
myself a simple life, to becoming the
immoral person I despise. I know if I
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was released tomorrow that I would
take advantage of the help oﬀered. I
realize the seriousness of my oﬀense
and how it was me that chose to use
drugs, knowing full well where it would
lead. I have to accept what ever penalty the courts impose, but I would plead
for a li le discre on. A5er 20 years
prior incarcera on, I fail to see anything to be gained by more me in
prison. On rerelease my inten on is to
move to a smaller community and never return to downtown Vancouver.
Sincerely, R.L.
——————————————————————
I’ve now completed all my required
ins tu onal programs and am expec ng a transfer to a minimum ins tu on in the near future, and then out
to the community on day parole. Over
the last 27 months I’ve done everything I can to be er all aspects of who
I am, so that today I can look in the
mirror and say I like myself. I have
completed my grade 12 and worked on
my spiritual side. It’s always been my
feelings and emo ons that were ea ng
me up inside. I’ve come so far in acknowledging, understanding and dealing with my shortcomings, the things
that led to my incarcera on. My compassion for others has grown signiﬁcantly and I am now ready to make
amends to my vic m, my family,
friends, society and myself. Now I am
looking to establish new purpose and
direc on for my life going forward.
However I am very aware now that I
will never be able to do it alone and so
I am reaching out to you. I need to
start establishing some community
support, outside these walls. I need
people willing to walk beside me as I
seek to start a new journey.
Sincerely MK
—————————————————
Thank you for taking the me out of
your busy schedule to reply. It is nice
to know someone cares in the midst of
the trials I have created for myself. I
am interested in par cipa ng in Overcomers’, ge6ng a personal mentor

and ge6ng hooked into a church a5er
release.
In the past I was pre y much a loner,
thinking I was in control of my life and
des ny. I thank God for opening my
eyes and ears to the realiza on that He
is the one in charge. He now gives me
the knowledge and awareness of my
sinful nature and the pa ence to live
my life one day at a me. I wondered if
you would be ok with me pu6ng
Bridges number on my phone card and
if I can call you collect? I’m going to
sign oﬀ now so thank you again for
your reply.
Sincerely LC

“The best thing about the future
is that it comes one day at a time”
― Abraham Lincoln

Philanthropy
Every month Bridges sends a couple hundred dollars to show modest support for two ministries in similar lines of work. (Co-laborers so to
speak) One is Wings as Eagles run
by a former client (Ron Short) in
Cranbrook BC. The other is Just
Equipping run by the father of
Community Chaplaincy and personal mentor (Dr. Pierre Allard) in Africa.
Just.Equipping: is committed to educating/training/equipping in prison chaplaincy and restorative justice.
Dear Friends,
*We will spend tomorrow with Simeon's team at the Petit Sanctuaire
Goma. There will be tea and a special time of sharing what Christmas
means for each of them. We are
looking forward to their reflections
as they 'carry on' despite much
hardship. Three of the chaplains
spent the day here today at the
Grand Sanctuaire, and as one said we have nothing. We need everything.
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*Lillian has managed to empty the
suitcases shipped last week and sort
out into the different categories
your gifts for our many care packages. Fine has made a list of the very
old and weak men in Rubavu Prison
which is on a mountain and very
cold at night. Most of these genocide perpetrators have not been
visited for 10, 15, 20 years and so
own nothing except their very flimsy cotton pink or orange jail suit.
The warm jackets, socks or longsleeved shirts and occasional footwear are received with tears of
thanksgiving. It is hard to convey to
you their appreciation. We were
also able to buy some 'babouches' heavy plastic sandals, which will be
given to those who cannot sew the
old pieces together any more.
*We are trying to put together a
larger meeting of those involved
with us in prison work in the Great
Lakes area. It has been several years
since we have been together as a
group. Pray that the Burundi people
will be able to make it. Pierre is planning to do a teaching review of Restorative Justice principles and prison chaplaincy. We need energy
both to receive people and to
teach.

BRIDGES TO NEW LIFE
the sick and elderly, many of whom
have not had visits for 10-20 years.
The chaplaincy team chats, counsels and prays with them. They are
given warm clothes, something for
their feet, and the possibility of reconciliation with their family, victims
or community - is broached. Their
joy and appreciation is astounding.
Remember chaplains Fine, Nelson
and Kizungu.
We are immensely thankful for your
continued support and prayers.
They are vital to our being able to
continue this African healing mission in our hobbling sort of way.
Co laborers with you,
Pierre & Judy Allard
Just Equipping

“A happy person is not a person
in a certain set of circumstances,
but rather a person with a
certain set of attitudes.”
― Hugh Downs

From the Heart

*We are also planning an overnight
gathering of the special group of
victim-survivors who helped us locate other victims of genocide over
the 7 years of the project. They
called, hiked and investigated for
us; saving our team hours and
hours of searching. Please pray for
peace, balm for their souls.

Merry Christmas to each of you! The
letter above from Pierre & Judy
serves to remind me of how good
we have it here in Canada. The
Rwandan genocide, known officially as the genocide against the Tutsi,
was a genocidal mass slaughter of
Tutsi in Rwanda by members of the
Hutu majority government. An estimated 500,000 – 1,000,000 Rwandans were killed during the 100-day
period from April 7 to mid-July
1994, constituting as many as 70%
of the Tutsi and 20% of Rwanda's
total population. The genocide and
widespread slaughter of Rwandans
ended when the Tutsi-backed and
heavily armed Rwandan Patriotic
Front led by Paul Kagame took control of the country. An estimated
2,000,000 Rwandans, mostly Hutus,
were displaced and became refugees.

The ministry at Musanze Prison in
Rwanda is focussed at present on

We are pleased to be able to play a
very small part in supporting the

*The phasing out of the Letters Project is going very well. Chaplains
Fine, Nelson and Kizungu have met
with all the available offenders who
had a personal meeting with their
victim survivors. The testimonies
have been deeply moving, and the
overwhelming result is a sense of
peace and a lack of fear around a
return to community. We need wisdom to decide whether to share
these results with the Correctional
authorities for future action.

work of Just Equipping as their
team seeks to bring reconciliation
and healing between victimizers
(many still in prison) and the surviving victims of civil war.
Over the last 5 years Syria has been
besieged by internal conflict that
has created the world’s most critical
humanitarian emergency. An estimated 3.2 million people have fled
the country and Syria is now the
world’s largest source of refugees.
On average, one family flees the
country every minute and since
2011, life expectancy has decreased
by 20 years.
By contrast in Canada today our
homeless problem is fueled largely,
not by armed conflict, but by the
proliferation of prescription and
illegal drugs and the government
support services that in many cases
pay for those drugs and provide the
social network to make it relatively
easy & inconsequential to live a life
of irresponsibility and dependence.
So what is the solution. Aside from
a wholesale tuning to God (which I
don’t see coming) I don’t know
what the answer is. However I do
know that more harm reduction,
safe injection sites, suboxone, social
workers and street nurses will not
fix the problem.
Emile Cammaerts once said “When
paeole cease believing in God, it’s
not that they start to brliev in nothing, It’s that they’ll believe in any
thing.”

Reason and experience both
forbid us to expect that national
morality can prevail in exclusion
of Christian principle.
- George Washington

As we approach year end we are
praising God that it seems we will
end the year in the black without
exceeding our original budget income or expense projections! The
first month since April 2015
(breaking 19 consecutive months
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Giving Opportunity:
Bridges needs an addi onal $8,000 per
month to meet our normal opera ng
expenses.
Bridges is commi ed to doing what we
can to shape a be er world! If you support our cause, Thank You for making
this work possible, by praying and carrying in small and large ways the burdens that we bear!

Upcoming Events:
Dec 20 - Overcomers’ Grad
Jan 1 - Bowling
Jan 10 -Overcomers’ Vernon Start
Jan 101-Overcomers’ Kelowna Start
Jan 19 - Board Meeting
Jan 20 - Night Ski
Jan 22 - KRCC Chapel
Jan 25, 26 - Trinity Western Missions Fair
Jan 27-29 - Vancouver Missions Fest
Feb 11 - Tube Town
March 5 - KRCC Chapel
March 10, 11 - Social & Training
March 25 - Movie Night

Please Pray for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chaplains & staff at prison’s around BC
Thanksgiving for Bridges wonderful volunteers
Overcomers’ leaders and students
More traffic for our Weekly Drop In Offices
Faithfulness, divine wisdom & unity for our volunteers & staff
Improved focus & increased effectiveness of our discipleship efforts
Employment, accommodation, victory over old habits & perseverance of clients in following the Lord
Increased giving to meet ongoing monthly expenses
Divine wisdom for new ministry direction
Wings as Eagles—Cranbrook
Just Equipping—Africa

Business

Financial Report
YTD Income

to March 17

$ 265,424.99

YTD Expense $-225,991.08
Net Income = $ -39,433.91

Donors please
note:
The effectiveness of this ministry depends on the involvement of God’s people.

By visiting our Website at www.bridgestnl.org
you can now enjoy the convenience of giving
Memorial Gifts
directly from your Bank Account or via
Credit Card - by simply clicking the “Donate”
A memorial gift is a lasting way to honor a button.
friend or loved one, while making an eterYou can accomplish the same things with the
nal investment in the kingdom of God.
enclosed envelope, or use it to mail a support
cheque to Bridges.
Memorial Gifts have been received in lovPLEASE NOTE THAT OUR MONTHLY GIVING
ing memory of Shirley Goode, Bert Baskin
NEEDS YOUR HELP!
and Steve Middleton.

Bank Balance =$-13,816.19

Financial information is available to supporters by request

operating in the red). That was
without exceeding our original income or expense budget projections PTL! However were it not for
the generosity of 2 donors, we
would be in very bad shape because our committed monthly giving is about $8,000 short of our
expenses every month and rental
income is down approximately
$800 per month. Because of government harm reduction policies
and making it ever more attractive
for clients to get on lifetime tax payer funded disability; it is getting increasingly difficult to find clients
who want to work (Bridges current
expectation of those who reside in
our safe house). We are nevertheless optimistic we can increase our
occupancy rate in 2017.
Another positive is that Bridges will
end the year with our new database fully operational, with most of
the kinks ironed out. We believe the
significantly improved operational
efficiencies it provides, put us in a
good position for future expansion.

Bridges volunteers can expect to
see a new and improved web portal
that should enhance their volunteer
experience in the near future. We
are also hopeful that in the years
ahead our investment in this software may be able to be shared or
marketed to other similar ministries
to enhance the efficiencies of their
operations; thereby expanding this
work in jurisdictions beyond our
reach.

our current services and any we
need to modify or abandon. That
we can know His leading & direction and be ever more effective in
sharing the Christ of Christmas with
our clients.
May this celebration of Life be profoundly inspiring to you personally
and may the glory of Christmas fill
you with eternal joy and hope...

With the retirement of one chaplain
(Clint Heigh) at the Kamloops prison, renewing our involvement with
the remaining chaplain (Bruce Stratton) is going well. With the planned
gradual (4 stage) opening of the
Oliver prison over the next 12
months, we anticipate new ministry
opportunities developing for Bridges in the south Okanagan .
As 2016 draws to a close, please
pray for Bridges leadership that
God will keep us pure, alert and
close to Him. That He would make
us aware of how we can improve

BRIDGES TO NEW LIFE SOCIETY
1197 SUTHERLAND AVE.
KELOWNA, BC V1Y 5Y2

7315658
Telephone: (250)448-6975
Toll Free: (888)448-6975
E-mail: hope@BridgesTNL.org

Registered
Charity

We’re on the Web at
www.bridgestnl.org

Offering Hope & Restoration to Individuals whose lives have been impacted by our Justice System

