
  

  

This years November 
gathering was just anoth-
er banquet . . . Not!  In 
truth it was an amazing 
event that ran through-
out, like a well oiled ma-
chine.  I bravely went by 
myself with no regrets.  
From the minute I walked 
into the hall, I could feel 
the warmth and love sur-
rounding me.  On show-
ing my ticket, I was wel-
comed by a friendly host-
ess who helped me find a 
table with a group of 
people who were most 
inviting and gracious. 
Though surprised by the 
large number present, 
there seemed to be a 
calm and peace in the air 
and the socializing, came 
from caring hearts.  

 

The professionally pre-
pared and presented 
meal was delicious and 
plentiful, and those who 
waited on our tables did 
so with an obvious joy.  
Being serenaded by a 
harp while we ate, added 
an especially elegant 
touch to the evening. 

 

I was truly moved and 
encouraged by those who 
shared heartfelt and hon-
est stories of “the amaz-
ing work of God” in rela-
tion to where their lives 
had been, and where He 
has led them today.  
Knowing that God loves 
all of us - no matter our 
circumstance or situation, 
was demonstrated again 
and again thru the testi-
monies of those who 
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The Bridges to New Life banquets 

on November 1 in Vernon and No-

vember 3 in Ke-

lowna were a cou-

ple of the best ev-

er. As usual, both 

the food and ser-

vice were excel-

lent. The music 

was both enter-

taining and up-

lifting, espe-

cially with Dix-

on’s rendition 

of “The Touch 

of The Mas-

ter’s Hand.” 

Don Hopkin-

son, our MC 

for both ban-

 

 

MARCH 8 

Spring Social 

 

March 9 

Volunteer Training 

 

 

For more information 

please  

call Bridges office  

at  

250-448-6975  

or  

1-888-448-6975  

 

________________________ 

 

 

OPPORTUNITY 

TO HELP 

 
Solid committed Christians  

interested in being a Mentor  

or Pen Pal  

Please give us a call. 

________________________ 

 

If you have home furniture,  

bedding, kitchen utensils  

or men’s clothing                    

(in good condition)             

Please give us a call. 

 

quets, did an excellent job, along 

with Pastor Paul Cassidy who gave 

us a wonderful message of inspi-

ration.  

The banquets had a three-fold 

purpose. To celebrate the 20th 

Anniversary of Bridges, Rob and 

Brenda’s retirement and to pass 

the baton to Craig, as he takes 

over to lead Bridges into the fu-

ture. We always enjoy our ban-

quets as they give us the oppor-

tunity to thank our donors for 

their generous contributions 

throughout the year. We are also 

very thankful to the new support-

ers who have made a commit-

ment to this ministry. This minis-

try could not function if it were 

not for the people who believe in 

this work of the Lord. 



In the days following the ban-

quets, we received many mes-

sages from those who had 

attended in Vernon , as well as 

Kelowna.  

Here are a few of the messages 

received: 

“It was very moving to hear 

from Rob who talked about the 

20 years he spent dedicated to 

Bridges.  We are overwhelmed 

with the thought that he dealt 

with over 4,800 people. The 

most of us can hardly deal with 

a few people in our lifetime.  

To say the least "good job 

Rob".    

“This is was a time to recognize 

Rob and Brenda's retirement. 

Their dedication to this minis-

try, even when times were 

difficult, helped to change the 

lives of many.” 

“It is really quite amazing that 

a work started in Oyama by a 

carpenter could impact so 

many lives for the Lord.” 

 “We came away encouraged 

that God did indeed raise up a 

qualified successor (God quali-

fies those He calls) in Craig.  

Our prayer is that Craig was 

encouraged and the mantel 

will indeed be a double portion 

from God.” 

Tim Grauman, Chairman of the 

Board for Bridges , shared 

about his  experience with the 

From the heart 
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think of Moses, David, Jacob, 

Peter and Paul and we would 

find them to be prime candi-

dates for prison today, but 

instead the Lord saw some-

thing more in each of them. 

This is how the ministry of 

Bridges works. We see our 

clients as people who were 

created with value and for a 

purpose. Given the right op-

portunities, they too have the 

potential to change the world 

for God.  

We believe Jesus Christ is the 

only  answer to the problems 

of life. 

“I’m so unworthy of Gods 
mercy. When He was on the 
cross, you and I were on His 
mind.” 

Reflecting back on twenty 
years with BridgesTNL ,we are 
humbled at the privilege we 
were given to start this im-
portant post prison ministry. 
We stand in awe of the small 
army of individual’s God has 

ministry and  working togeth-

er with Rob.  Tim and the rest 

of the board presented Rob 

and Brenda with a cash dona-

tion that was collect from do-

nors, who wanted to honor  

the two them for their faithful 

service to the Lord.  The hope 

is that Rob and Brenda will 

take a long and restful vaca-

tion together. 

The ministry of Bridges is to 

reach out and embrace indi-

viduals who have been im-

pacted by our criminal justice 

system. In many cases, the 

men and women we work 

with have had very difficult 

lives historically and are fac-

ing a future of uncertainty 

and shame. When we look at 

scripture and examine the 

type of people that the Lord 

has used to further his King-

dom, we quickly find that 

many came from a very 

checkered past. We need only 

From the Heart 
of Rob & Brenda 



staff and the board; that they 
would hear from God  about 
where He wants to take this 
ministry.  Lets believe togeth-
er that the best days lie 
ahead.  

Hebrews 10:24 & 25 “Let us 
consider how to spur one an-
other on to love and good 
deeds; and all the more as 
you see the Day approach-
ing.” 

Working with clients in the 
criminal justice system can be 
a challenge at times, especial-
ly when it comes to their re-
lease conditions. In many cas-
es the courts will impose re-
strictions on individuals that 
must be adhered to after re-
lease, to avoid further charg-
es for breaching their condi-
tions. In this newsletter I am 
providing some information I 
hope will give a clearer under-
standing of what our clients 
must do regarding court im-
posed conditions . 

Probation is a sentence im-
posed by a judge, usually in-
stead of, but sometimes in 
addition to, a term of impris-
onment. It allows the person 
to live in the community un-
der the supervision of a pro-
bation officer. Probation is 
exclusively under the jurisdic-
tion of the provinces and is 

raised up to believe in, part-
ner and stand with us - on the 
often challenging journey.  

Over the last several months 
as we began the leadership 
handoff to Craig Churchill, we 
have been so blessed by his 
respect, kindness and interest 
in learning all he can about 
how we have done things.  

We have also been blessed by 
the support of Bridges board 
and all of our supporters 
(including our home church 
from the pastor on down) 
thru the transition. We are 
humbled and privileged to 
have friends such as your-
selves. We have also been en-
couraged by the kind words, 
cards and many gifts show-
ered on us. Regarding the 
generous gift provided for 
travel, we have invested 
some of that into a holiday 
trailer (for future summer 
camping); and Lord willing we 
plan to get away for a winter 
vacation to Mexico, sometime 
in the new year.   

No doubt we will miss the 
work, but can’t imagine a 
smoother transition process. 
Thanks again to each of you 
for the vital part you have 
played in building Bridges to 
New Life for those impacted 
by our justice system. We 
hope to maintain relationship 
with many of you.          
Please stand behind Craig, his 

not used for federal offenders 
serving sentences of more 
than two years. 

Parole is part of a sentence 
and may be granted only by a 
board of parole. It always in-
cludes an initial period of im-
prisonment, following which 
the offender may live in the 
community for the remainder 
of the sentence under the su-
pervision of a CSC parole 
officer and under certain con-
ditions. Failure to abide by... 

Who Am I 

When I was a boy in school 
my report cards consistently 
said this about me: 

-He is consistently late for 
school 

-He is very bad child 

-He is a constant trouble to 
others 

-He is continually disobedi-
ent 

-He is always in a scrap with 
others 

-He has no ambition 

-He cannot be trusted to be-
have 

-He is the meanest child in 
the world 

The answer may surprise 
you. Pg. 6 

We must never give up on 
those who display wrong be-
havior, but instead we must 
find an avenue for them to 
excel.  
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to refrain from associations 
with people involved in crimi-
nal activity. 

The Parole Board has the 
power to revoke the release 
and order the offender's re-
turn to prison. 

A life sentence means life. 
Lifers will never again enjoy 
total freedom. 

Offenders, convicted of first-
degree murder, serve life as a 
minimum sentence with their 
first parole eligibility set by 

law at 25 years. 
For offenders 
convicted of sec-
ond-degree mur-
der, the judge 
may set parole 
eligibility at some 
point between 10 
and 25 years. 

Lifers can only be 
released from prison if grant-
ed parole by the Board. Un-
like most inmates who are 
serving a sentence of fixed 
length (i.e. 2, 10, or 20 years) 
lifers are not entitled to statu-
tory release. If granted parole 
they will remain subject to 
the conditions of parole and 
the supervision of a parole 
officer for the rest of their 
lives. Parole may be revoked 
and the offender returned to 
prison at any time if they vio-
late any conditions of parole 
or commit a new offence. 

P A G E  4  B R I D G E S  T O  N E W  L I F E  

Not all lifers will be granted 
parole. Some may never be 
released on parole because 
they continue to represent 
too great a risk. 

Please pray for our clients 
that they adhere to the re-
lease conditions set before 
them. 

 

Thoughts Of A Convict 

LUIS VERDUZCO 

Someday the gates will open,  
and once more I'll be free. 
A fact that makes me wonder, 
"What will become of me?" 
 
Have I a future awaiting me, 
Such as the past I've known? 
Will I be accepted by others, 
or forced to walk alone? 
 
Are there opportunities of em-
ployment, 
for a man such as I? 
Or will I have to sell dope again, 
in order to get by? 
 
What of the friends that I once 
knew, 
but haven't seen in years? 
Will they accept my friendship 
now, 
without any doubts or fears? 
 
What is there awaiting me, 
When I go out of that gate? 
Is there yet a chance for me, 
or is it now too late?  

 

these conditions could mean 
the offender is returned to 
prison. 

Offenders on parole and stat-
utory release are not free to 
live their lives as they please. 

All offenders on parole or on 
statutory release must remain 
within a specific area deter-
mined by their CSC parole su-
pervisor. In other words, they 
are usually restricted to the 
area of residence and of work 
and they must remain in Can-
ada. 

They must keep the peace, be 
of good behavior and obey 
the law, report to  CSC parole 
officer and the police as re-
quired, and keep the parole 
officer informed of any chang-
es in residence or employ-
ment. 

Other conditions could in-
clude: to reside in a halfway 
house; to abstain from alco-
hol and non-prescribed drugs; 
to avoid contact with their 
victims or children unless ac-
companied by an adult; and, 

Continued on page 6 



 

Donors please 
note:  
 

The effectiveness of this ministry depends on the  

involvement of God’s  people.  

 

By visiting our Website at www.bridgestnl.org 
you can now enjoy the convenience of giving 
directly from your Bank Account or via 
Credit Card - by simply clicking the 
“Donate” button. 

 

You can accomplish the same things with the 
enclosed envelope, or use it to mail a support 
cheque  to Bridges. 

 

Financial information is available to supporters by request 

Financial Report to Nov. 21, 2018 

YTD Income    $ + 233,715.95 

YTD Expense    $ - 233,439.20 

Net Income  =  $ +       276.67 

Account Balance $73,684 

 

Memorial Gifts 

 

A memorial gift is a lasting way to honor a 
friend or loved one, while making an eter-
nal investment in the kingdom of God. 

 

Memorial Gifts have been received in lov-
ing memory of Shirley Goode, Bert Baskin 
and Steve Middleton. 
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Please Pray for: 

 Pray for Rob and Brenda as they enter retirement 
 Faithfulness, divine wisdom & unity for Bridges volunteers & staff 
 Improved focus & increased effectiveness of our discipleship efforts 
 Employment, accommodation, victory over old habits & perseverance of clients in following the Lord 
 Chaplains & staff working in corrections across BC  
 Prayer for Dominic Systems as they continue managing Bridges database 
 Overcomers’ leaders and students  
 More traffic for our Weekly Drop In Offices 
    Increased giving to meet ongoing monthly expenses 
 Comfort for those grieving the death of loved ones  
 Divine wisdom for new ministry direction 
 Just Equipping—Africa 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Dec.1-Movie Night 
Dec.9- OCC Chapel 
Dec.9 - KRCC Chapel 
Dec.19-Overcomers ‘Grad 
Dec.24-Christmas Eve Service 
Jan .1-Bowling 
Jan.-11-Board Meeting 
Jan.12-Overcomers’ Start 
Jan.13- OCC Chapel 
Jan.13- KRCC Chapel 
Jan.18-Ski Night Big White 
Feb.16-Kelowna Rockets Hockey 

Giving Opportunity: 
TO STABILIZE THE MINISTRY WE CAN 
ALWAYS USE MORE MONTHLY GIVING  

We are committed to doing what we can 
to shape a better world! If you support 
our cause, Thank You for making this 
work possible, by praying and carrying in 
small and large ways the burdens that we 
bear!  
 
 

Your increased help will allow us 
to do more to make our commu-
nities safer. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/images/graphics/visa-mastercard-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/&h=565&w=433&sz=35&tbnid=ZOTConi4rWhylM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=74&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dvisa%2Bmastercard%2Blog


Offering Hope & Restoration to Individuals whose lives have been impacted by our Justice System 

BRIDGES TO NEW LIFE SOCIETY  

1197 SUTHERLAND AVE. 
KELOWNA, BC  V1Y 5Y2 
 

  This should be a 
strong reminder to 
us, who have com-
mitted ourselves to 
the Lord ,that we 
need to be diligent 
in reaching the lost 
for Jesus Christ.   

So often we forget 
about the Great 

Commission  and there is 
no better time in the year 
to share the gospel than at 
Christmas time. We all have 
friends and family that are 
not saved and it is impera-
tive that we focus on the 
true meaning of Christmas.  

As the Christmas season 
comes upon us I am always 
reminded of how our socie-
ty celebrates Christmas, but 
yet ignores our Savior.  Our 
Lord is the greatest gift ever 
bestowed upon this earth 
and yet that gift is rejected 
by the majority. 

Telephone: (250)448-6975 
Toll Free:     (888)448-6975 
E-mail: hope@BridgesTNL.org 

We’re on the Web at 

www.bridgestnl.org  

Registered 
Charity 

 

“Lord let us not ignore the 
calling that is upon us and 
may we glorify You this 
Christmas Season by letting 
the world know that you 
live.” 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to 
all from all of us at 
Bridges to New Life 
 

7315658 

Answer for Page 3 Question 

“Never yield to force. Never 
yield to the apparently over-
whelming might of the ene-
my.” 

Winston Churchill 


