
FOR INDIVIDUALS  
AFFECTED BY OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM  

“For several years, I have attended the 
annual Bridges banquet in Vernon.  From 
the moment I entered the hall, the food 
smelled wonderful and there was a posi-
tive attitude from all I encountered.  The 
evening got off to a great start when for 
the second year in a row, we were 
picked as the first table to go to the 
buffet. This pleased my voracious hun-
ger. We want to convey our gratitude to 
the young adults from a local Russian 
church, who did such a commendable 
job of serving us. After our physical 

needs were met, it was time to feed our 
inner man. The musical group, (also from 
the Russian church) entertained and in-
spired us with some of the most appro-
priate, anointed music of any of the ban-
quets I have attended.  

As a culture we are facing increasingly 
dark times, and two moving client testi-
monies, highlighted the extreme difficul-
ty facing exoffenders, as they attempt to 
join mainstream society.  Yet we were 
reminded that no matter the sin or how 
many times we relapse; God still cares 
deeply about each and every one of us. 

We were impressed to learn about the 
many things that Bridges is doing to help 
their clients build new lives in society; so 
they may not only cope, but excel at liv-
ing productive lives as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  Further those two honest, con-
trite confessions, (the evenings highlight 
for many) spoke to the importance of 
the support services provided by the 
Bridges to New Life Society.   

Often when a ministry is making inroads 
into the kingdom of darkness, there is 

much opposition when such events are 
planned. So I prayed often that the dark 
forces of evil permeating our society 
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would be bound before this event. 
However due to an early blustery 

snow storm, our guest speakers 
flight from the Island (circling over 
Kelowna for more than an hour) 
was unable to land for the Vernon 
banquet.  So Rob & his team had to 
do some last minute improvisation. 
Nevertheless those who attended, 
truly enjoyed themselves, were 
well pleased with the manner in 
which things were presented and 
thought the evening went off quite 
well. 

Undeterred after spending an un-
planned night in a Vancouver hotel, 
our guest speaker (a very energetic 
young 80 year old) Don Rendle, 
was able to land in Kelowna the 
next day. At the Kelowna banquet 
he gave us a little snap shot into his 
life as a missionary to some of the 
worst prisons in central America. 
His message was that whether we 
realize it or not, as Christians we 
are all missionaries in our personal 
spheres of influence. For me his 

before, I was looking forward to 
going again. Friday night after arriv-
ing at Camp Oasis, we picked a 
room and settled into the bunk 
house. Later we built a fire on the 
beach next to Okanagan Lake. In-
teresting that the summer long 
burning ban was just lifted that 
very afternoon; Rob said in answer 
to his prayers . . .As we enjoyed hot 
drinks and roasting smokies, we 
shared the good word about Jesus 
amongst each other.   

The next morning, after a hearty 
breakfast accompanied by special 
music and devotions, some went 
for a hike, while others enjoyed the 
peace and serenity of Gods’ great 
creation. After a light lunch, we 
packed up and travelled to a spot 
in West Kelowna, where we en-
joyed a couple hours of horse back 
riding along trails on the mountain. 

As a person who has struggled with 
drugs and alcohol in the past, in 
order to continue to remain clean 
and sober I feel it is important to 
not only feel the love of Jesus 
Christ in my heart; but to be sur-
rounded by others that travel the 
same path. Bridges to New Life has 
offered not only that in my life, but 
events such as these have allowed 
me to enjoy life as I now see it is 
meant to be enjoyed.  

I would like to thank everyone in-
volved in Bridges for the important 
role they have played in my own 
recovery over the last 15 years. 
Especially in helping me grow in my 
walk with Jesus Christ.  
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most touching story was of a 
granddaughter visiting her grand-

mother’s grave on 
Vancouver Island.  
Though grieving, she 
was comforted re-
membering that 
grandmother was a 
Christ follower, and 
believed she was now 
in Heaven with Jesus. 
Wanting to see gram-
ma again, she ended 
up repenting right 
there on her grand-

mother’s tombstone, and became a 
Christian herself. That inspired me 
to continue praying for lost family 
members, lost Bridges clients, lost 
neighbors, lost friends and cowork-
ers. When the going gets tough, we 
must not get discouraged. Though 
at times we don’t see answers to 
our prayers, perhaps they are in 
fact answered in ways that only 
eternity will reveal. 

From the fabulous meal, to the mu-
sic and especially the Bridges client 
testimonies and the keynote speak-
er; the evening was a huge success. 
I am so grateful for the contribu-
tions of everyone involved.  Bridges 
to New Life would not be possible 
without the leadership of Jesus 
Christ, Rob Baskin, his wife, Brenda, 
the employees, the volunteers and 
the financial supporters. I pray for 
continued  strength and success for 
all. 

Thank you for everything and we 
hope to see you again next year. 

  

A Bridges volunteer and supporter 

Sept 22, 2017 I was invited to 
attend my 2nd Bridges campout & 
Horse back retreat. Having been 

B R I D G E S  T O  N E W  L I F E  

Horse Retreat It is good to be children 
sometimes, and never better 
than at Christmas, when its 
mighty Founder was a child 
Himself.       -       Charles Dickens  



After over a year of preliminary behind the scenes work and prayer, on a warm and 
sunny Sunday afternoon in early December, four of us travelled to Oliver to hold 
our first ever chapel services inside BC’s newest and biggest provincial prison. On 
arrival we were warmly greeted by a very cheerful Muslim, chaplain Sam.  Instead 
of going to a central chapel, each three story pod has one small meeting room that 

can accommodate about a dozen individuals. Over the next 120 minutes (our allotted time), we were able to visit 
three different units. In the first service five individuals came in, but after we shared what Bridges was about and 
some Scripture, much to our disappointment - four of them left. However the one who stayed joined us in singing 
gospel choruses and listened intently to the message. Our previous disappointment turned to pleasant surprise when 
at the end he enquired “so how does one become a Christian? Our Muslim chaplain heard the same Gospel presenta-
tion as him, and we were able to leave the young man with some good Christian literature!  In the second service ten 
came in and two left. The eight who remained listed attentively and invited us to come back again. Five attended the 
last service. All five stayed and seemed interested in what was said.  Bridges brochures were handed out and seemed 
to be received with interest. We comfortably leave it to our Sovereign Father God what He will do with those 20 initial 
contacts; from the man who flat out asked how does one becomes a Christian, to the individuals who walked out. 
God loves every one of them.   

 

On returning home we commented on the benefit of this prisons design, which allows direct access to each living 
unit. Something none of us have ever seen before, in a high security prison. We were also pleasantly surprised at the 
gracious servant heart that the Muslim chaplain exhibited; and the unusual ministry freedom he gave us.  All in all a 
great start to what we hope will be a long and fruitful ministry for Bridges to New Life inside the Oliver Correctional 
Centre.  Many thanks to all who have prayed and to the correctional officials who gave us access. Please continue to 
pray, as we request monthly access in the new year. We can only imagine what the Master Redeemer has planned as 
a result of this new ministry opportunity?! 
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 God’s man for Bridges new leader in training 
 God’s strategy to support releases from the New Prison (in Oliver) 
 Chaplains & staff at prison’s around BC  
 Employment, accommodation, victory over old habits & perseverance of clients in 

following the Lord 
 Thanksgiving for Bridges wonderful volunteers 
 More traffic for our Weekly Drop In offices 
 Overcomers’ leaders and students  
 Divine wisdom & unity for Bridges board  
 Increased effectiveness of our discipleship efforts 
 Perseverance of clients in following the Lord 
    Just Equipping Ministry - Africa 
 
 
 

 

Donors please 
note:  

 

The effectiveness of this ministry depends on the involve-
ment of God’s  people.  

 

By visiting our Website at www.bridgestnl.org 
you can now enjoy the convenience of giving 
directly from your Bank Account or via 
Credit Card - by simply clicking the 
“Donate” button. 

You can accomplish the same things with the 
enclosed envelope, or use it to mail a support 
cheque  to Bridges. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR MONTHLY GIVING  

NEEDS   YOUR   HELP! 

Financial information is available to supporters by request 

 

Please Pray for: 

Okanagan 

Correctional 

Centre 

Giving Opportunity: 

We are committed to doing what we can to shape 
a better world! If you support our cause, Thank 
You for making this work possible, by praying and 
carrying in small and large ways the burdens that 
we bear!  
 
 

Your increased help will allow us to do 
more to make our communities safer. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/images/graphics/visa-mastercard-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.beautyandthebamboo.com/&h=565&w=433&sz=35&tbnid=ZOTConi4rWhylM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=74&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dvisa%2Bmastercard%2Blog
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Just as the shepherds and a 
number of wise men of the day 
celebrated the coming to earth 
of the Messiah 2,000 years ago, 
I like many of you look forward 
with anticipation to the Messi-
ah's second coming to earth.  
Besides putting an end to sick-
ness, hatred, war and poverty; 
His return will bring a new heav-
en, a new pollution free earth 
and a lasting peace that passes 
understanding. 

Because of your generous sup-
port, this Christmas Bridges will 
be able to provide Christmas gift 
bags to one hundred individuals. 
Because of your generous sup-
port, Bridges staff and volun-
teers bring a message of hope 
and peace to an often over-
looked mission field. So here's 
wishing each of you a wonderful 
Christmas and a blessed  New 
Year. 

Christmas is that special time 
when we remember the most 
important event in the history of 
mankind. The time when God  
humbled himself, and took on 
the form of a man to give a living 
demonstration of how He intend-
ed us to live.  Unfortunately we 
are not always doing so great at 
mimicking Him. However that is 
our goal.  

As Christmas approaches this 
year, it seems there is more 
chaos than I can remember in 
my 64 years on this earth. So 
the Christmas message is even 
more significant. The God of 
heaven came to earth to bring 
us His Love and Peace. Not 
counterfeit, but the real thing! In 
such stark contrast to all the 
chaos men have created on this 
planet. 
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